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Earth Day is celebrated in more than 193 countries 
each year on April 22. The goal is to demonstrate and 
promote environmental challenges and protection of the 
planet. For some, Earth Day is a one-day celebration, 
but for many individuals as well as the Elk Rapids Vil-
lage Government, High School Eco Club and Green Elk 
Rapids (Green ER) committee, Earth Day is celebrated 
every day. This year, the theme for the 2023 Earth Day 
celebration is “Invest in Our Planet.”

The Elk Rapids High School Eco Club, with sup-
port from Green ER, will begin the 2023 celebration this 
year with a free showing of the award-winning docu-
mentary “The Biggest Little Farm” at 10 a.m. on April 
22 in the High School Peterman Auditorium. The film is 
about a young couple and their journey to create a sus-

tainable farm outside of Los Angeles. Introduced in 2018, 
the documentary has received 15 national and international 
film awards.  According to Zoe Macaluso, co-president of 
the Eco Club, original plans were to show the film in 2020 
but Covid delayed the project. Macaluso, along with Isabelle 
Keely and Jaycie Smith from the Eco Club and the Green 
ER committee stayed with the project until they could finally 
share it with the public this year. 

The Eco Club will continue their celebration of the en-
vironment with a school district wide Arbor Day contest on 
Friday, April 28. All students have been challenged to find 
the largest tree in the Elk Rapids area. The students are in-
structed to measure the circumference of the base of the tree 
and invited to provide the tree species, location and family 
or local story for the trees. The winning student and tree will 
earn pizza for their entire class, compliments of Green ER.

Green ER is celebrating its 15th year as an informal 
committee for Elk Rapids Village Government providing 

support, education, and ad-
vocacy for continued earth 
friendly activities. Accord-
ing to Royce Ragland, co-
founder of Green ER and a 
2019 inductee into the Mich-
igan Environmental Hall of 
Fame, everyone can contrib-
ute to the 2023 Earth Day 
theme in a variety of ways. 
“It can be done through 
many initiatives such as 
planting trees, voting, partic-
ipating in cleanups, ending 
plastic consumption, practic-
ing climate literacy and con-
suming sustainable fashion,” 
Ragland explained. Green 

ER and its many volunteers have put together a lengthy 
list of 2023 activities to support those initiatives.

In addition to supporting the Eco Club activities, 
Green ER is continuing its efforts to bring an Arbor Day 
“Tree City’ designation to Elk Rapids with an updated 
Tree Survey. The village commissioned a tree survey in 
2016. On Arbor Day April 29, volunteers from Green 
ER will use mobile phones and geo data to identify tree 
locations in the village and the trees that have been re-
moved since the last survey. The updated survey and geo 
data will support efforts by the village to obtain grants 
for long-term tree management. On April 22, Green ER 
volunteers will also assist the Antrim County Conserva-
tion District and their “White Oak Tree Planting” proj-
ect on 23 acres owned by the county near Hawk Lake 
and Mancelona. According to Mike Meriwether, Antrim 
County Forrester, the county plans to plant 10,000 young 
white oak trees to replace diseased pines on the property.

The 2023 Green ER Super Recycling event will 
take place on Saturday, May 13. The event, held in part-
nership with Bay Area Recycling, is scheduled for 9 a.m. 
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Earth photo. Courtesy of EarthDay.org

ER wastewater treatment plant solar panel 
system produces DC electric current. 

Photo by Mark McAlpine 

ER wastewater treatment plant Inverter system converts DC 
to AC alternating current for plant use. Photo by Mark McAlpine 

Green ER’s Nature Fest, 2022. Photo by Rick Kane.




	ERN-2023 0420 A01
	jump

