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As you may know by now, Kathleen Weitschat, the long-time owner and publisher of Elk Rapids News, 
passed away peacefully at her home last week. Although I am profoundly saddened by this loss, I must note 
that this is an important time for the newspaper as I assume the helm.

I would often hear Kathleen say, “Everything will be fine” or quote Scarlett O’Hara’s words “… I’ll think 
about it tomorrow!” These phrases always come to mind in the moments that I most need them.

If we, “her girls” were having a bad day, she would literally have us stand up and go outside for a few 
moments, feel the sun on our faces, breathe, turn around, and go back in the office to restart our day. This 
happened multiple times, and of course, we laughed at how we must have looked standing outside our office. 
Once we even took our office chairs outside and sat in them. She believed if we slowed down and took a 
breath, we could turn our day around and it worked!

Kathleen was very giving. She always supported local businesses and organizations. She continually 
supported the Community Cupboard by having our office as a drop-off spot, which I will continue to do. 
During COVID she arranged for a trailer to be set outside our office for people to drop off items with no 
physical contact. Kathleen was a big supporter of Elk Rapids Schools, Elk Rapids High School sports, and 
AMVETS and our veterans, just to name a few.

Like many successful women Kathleen’s communication style could be bold and decisive. She had a 
resilience and determination to succeed, and a passion to connect and inform the community. 

Even if you didn’t realize it, Kathleen has been a steadfast champion for the community. She was 
determined to never miss a week publishing the paper, even during COVID and at times when the advertising 
didn’t cover the cost of producing the paper. I will continue to shine her light through my efforts to share the 
good news and to promote this wonderful community that she loved so dearly. 

I now have the honor and 
passion to carry on her legacy. I 
hope to rebuild this community 
newspaper and continue to shine 
positive light on our part of 
northern Michigan. 

This week, you might notice 
some changes, such as the width 
of the newspaper. The size 
adjustment is a cost savings, but 
the philosophy remains the same 
– we will continue to print a paper 
that is respectful and positive. 

Thank you, Kathleen, for the 
opportunity to be part of the Elk 
Rapids News, and I look forward to 
continuing our local weekly paper. 
So, with a tear in my eye, I will step 
outside the office, feel the sun on 
my face for a moment, take a deep 
breath, turn around and go back in 
the office and restart my day. 

Thank you, 
Kristie Wolgamott
Publisher, Elk Rapids News

A turning of the page 

Kathleen celebrated 20 years of the Elk Rapids News this past June. File photoKristie & Kathleen in 2015.  File photo


