—WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP

WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF BUDGET PUBLIC HEARINGS

Notice is hereby given that the Whitewater Township Board will hold public hearings on the
proposed general fund budget, the proposed fire special assessment district budget, the
proposed ambulance fund budget, and all other township budgets for fiscal year 2026/2027
at a special meeting of the Township Board to be held on March 19, 2026, at 6:30 p.m., at the
Whitewater Township Hall, 5777 Vinton Road, Williamsburg, MI 49690.

The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support
the proposed budget will be a subject of this hearing.

A copy of the proposed budget will be available for public inspection at the Whitewater Township
Hall beginning March 4, 2026. The proposed budget may also be accessed on the home page of
the township website http://www.whitewatertownshipmi.gov/

Whitewater Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals
with disabilities who plan to attend upon 5 days’ advance notice to the township Clerk at 231-
267-5141 ext. 24.

Wendy Hoeksema, Whitewater Township Clerk
Posted: March 6, 2026 12:00 PM

This notice is posted in compliance with PA 267 of 1976 as amended (Open Meetings Act), MCLA
41.72a(2) and (3), and the Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA).

A copy of this notice is on file in the office of the clerk.

—WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE TO PROPERTY OWNERS IN WHITEWATER TOWNSHIP:

Please take notice that the Whitewater Township Board of Review will meet at the Township Hall
located at 5777 Vinton Road, Williamsburg, Michigan, on March 9, 2026, from 3:00 p.m. to 9:00
p.m., and on March 13, 2026, from 9:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. On these dates, the following protests for
real and personal property will be addressed:

+ Assessed Value

« Tentative Taxable Value

- Property Classification

- Qualified Agricultural Property Exemption

You may not appeal to the Michigan Tax Tribunal or the State Tax Commission unless you first
protest to the Board of Review.

No petitions will be accepted after the Board of Review adjourns.

ALLOWANCE OF BOARD OF REVIEW PROTESTS BY MAIL AND ELECTRONIC MEANS:

The Board of Review shall receive letters of protest from taxpayers regarding assessments in
writing, fax, or other electronic means from the first Tuesday in March until it adjourns from the
public hearings for which it meets to hear such protests. (Mailing address, fax number, and e-mail

address appear at the top of this notice.)

Dawn Kuhns
Whitewater Township Assessor

Whitewater Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aids and services to individuals
with disabilities who plan to attend. Contact the Township Clerk at 231-267-5141 ext. 24.
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CALL TO ORDER

Clerk Wendy Hoeksema called the meeting
to order at 9:00 a.m. and led the Pledge of
Allegiance.

ROLL CALL

Present: Clerk Wendy Hoeksema, Treasurer

Jill Koester, Trustees Tim Arends and Randy
Mielnik.

Absent: Supervisor Linda Slopsema (excused).
A Quorum was established.

Also Present: Recording Secretary Kay

Held, Fire Chief Joshua Morgan, Zoning
Administrator Deb Graber

Trustees voted for Clerk Hoeksema to chair the
meeting in the Supervisor’s absence.

APPROVAL OF AGENDA

The agenda was approved with added
items including sale of surplus equipment,
a Planning Commission resignation and
appointment, and relocation of recycle bins.

PUBLIC COMMENT / HEARING
None.

PRESENTATIONS & REPORTS

Fire Department: Chief Morgan reported on
call activity and progress on the new fire truck.
A regional hi-rise training exercise facilitated
by Chief Morgan was recently held at the
Casino with seven fire departments over three
Counties participating.

Planning Commission: Michael Sherman
was appointed to the commission. Work
continues on zoning ordinance updates with
Giffels Webster. Public hearings on a Winery
Ordinance and rezoning request are scheduled
for March 4.

Zoning: Four permits were issued in January.
Zoning enforcement issues and the Elk Lake
Trail court case were discussed.

Parks & Recreation: Report included in
the meeting packet. Reservations opened
February 1st.

CONSENT CALENDAR
Routine departmental reports and committee
minutes were approved.

ITEMS REMOVED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR
Bills payable and the February 12 meeting
minutes were approved with minor
amendments. A replacement laptop for the
Planning Commission secretary was added to
the bills list.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Boat Wash Station Project: Engineering
design is nearing completion. Estimated cost
is about $47,000, partially funded by a Tribal
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grant. Completion is anticipated by mid-June
pending permits.

NEW BUSINESS

Tribal Grant: The Board accepted $26,439 in
Tribal grant funding from the Grand Traverse
Band to support fire equipment and park
safety upgrades including thermal imaging
cameras, safety equipment, AED units, and
emergency kits.

Tower Leases: The Board voted not to
renegotiate existing tower lease agreements.

CPA Services: The Board approved hiring
Maner Costerisan for continued accounting
reconciliation and training not to exceed
$10,000.

Surplus Equipment: A 2004 Kubota RTV900
was approved for sale for $10,200 to the
highest bidder.

Planning Commission: The Board accepted
the resignation of Keith DeYoung and
appointed Rod Rebant with a term ending
December 31, 2028.

Recycling Bins: The Board approved
relocating recycling bins from the Township
Hall parking lot due to safety and parking
concerns. (Location to be determined.)

POLICIES & PROCEDURES UPDATE

The Board approved updates to the
Township’s Financial Administration policies
including accounts payable procedures, bank
reconciliations, purchasing controls, and
electronic payment procedures.

BOARD DISCUSSION

Proposed annual budget will be reviewed at
upcoming meetings with a public hearing
scheduled for March 19, 2026.

ANNOUNCEMENTS
The next Township Board meeting will be
March 12,2026, at 6:30 p.m.

Discussion included US Representative
Bergman’s introduction of Bill to protect USPS
rural service and postmarks. It was announced
thelocal post office is now closed on Saturdays.

ADJOURNMENT
The meeting adjourned at 10:45 a.m.

These minutes are subject to approval at the
03/12/2026 meeting. A copy of these minutes
is available in the Clerk’s office or online at
whitewatertownshipmi.gov along with the
ZOOM recording in its entirety.

Respectfully submitted,
Wendy Hoeksema, Clerk
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