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For love

BY MARK McALPINE,
CONTRIBUTING WRITER

Milton Township residents William (Bill) and Margaret
White fell in love with art before finding a lifetime of love
with each other. Margaret started her teaching career as an
elementary art teacher in the Detroit Public School system.
After two years, she switched to Southfield School District
where she taught Elementary Art for seven years before
grabbing an opportunity in the high school art program in
1975. Bill joined the Southfield School District in 1971
with a degree in Industrial Design as a commercial art
teacher after a three-year active-duty stint in the Navy
where he served as an aircraft carrier officer.

While the love of art brought them to Southfield
High School, their personal love story took some time to
develop. First marriages came and went before they started
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Lilac Queen by Margaret White. Photo by Mark McAlpine
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and art

dating in 1975. Following six years of dating, they
married in 1981. The art and love connection carried
them together through their teaching careers until
1994. They made the decision to retire from teaching in
April of 1994. On retirement day, Bill carried Margaret
through the high school doors for the last time as they
started their retirement journey together.

Even though they retired from teaching, they did
not give up their love of art. After searching northwest
Michigan for properties for several years, they
purchased Milton Township lots in 1992 overlooking
Torch Lake and started planning their retirement home.
“When we started to analyze what we wanted to do in
retirement,” they explained. “We had come up to the
Charlevoix area several times and really liked it. We
looked at waterfront property, determined they could
not afford it, found the Torch Lake view lot, and made
the decision to purchase the lot and follow that dream.
By June of 1996, their dream home was completed and
they moved in. The home included separate art studios
and became their workshop as they followed their art
passion with unique styles.

According to Margaret, the dream was to create
art that could be sold in galleries. “It is one thing to
fantasize,” Margaret said. “It is another thing to actually
get your butt into your studio to do the work. Then
you still do not know if it is any good.” In 1997, both
started working on their art to create enough inventory
for showings. They researched the area galleries and,
in 2000, visited the Main Street Gallery in Leland in
the hopes of finding a home for their art. The owner
shocked them with an immediate offer to accept some
pieces. “We could not believe that we actually got in,”
Margaret said. “We were on cloud 18. We were like a
couple of kids on the ride home.”

That special moment led to more success for both
Bill and Margaret. As they became better known, local
galleries were soliciting their work. Opportunities
opened up for them at multiple galleries in northwest
Michigan. In addition to Main Street Gallery, they were
accepted at Michigan Artist Gallery in Suttons Bay and
Traverse City, Sleeping Bear Gallery in Empire, Circle
of the Arts in Charlevoix, Crooked Tree Arts Center
in Petoskey, and Twisted Fish Gallery in Elk Rapids.
Many, including Main Street Gallery, have closed due

Sunflower Fields by Bill White. Courtesy of Twisted Fish Gallery

Margaret and Bill White at Twisted Fish Gallery. Courtesy photo

to real estate development, a downturn in sales during the
Covid years, and changes in ownership. The Twisted Fish
Gallery in Elk Rapids is currently the only gallery showing
their work. This fall, Margaret was honored by Twisted
Fish with an individual showing.

Both Margaret and Bill had developed their own
unique styles. Bill’s work can be described as impressionist
with his early work involving landscapes, fruit, and
interior room scenes. Margaret’s work is more gothic
with a focus on female faces. Her works are so intricate
they require several large magnifying glasses to assist in
the application of gold leaf and other exceptionally fine
supplies. Over the years, Margaret even shifted into three-
dimensional whimsical sculptures using a quick drying
ceramic material. That work has now evolved into a two-
dimensional combination of her fine sculpture work in a
framed figure.

Bob Streit, founder of the Twisted Fish Gallery in
Elk Rapids, has enjoyed watching their art evolve through
the years. He considers Margaret’s pieces unique because
of the detail of her work. He delights in describing her
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ability to layer oil-based
material and then, using the
magnifying glass, cut into
the layers with a knife to
bring out the detailed color
combinations she is looking
for. “There is nobody like
her,” Streit said. “Her work
is special.”

Streit also notes how
much Bill’'s work has
evolved over the years.
From interior spaces Bill
ventured into landscapes
and flowering natural
seftings. His larger framed
pieces today can still be
considered impressionist
but instead of oil on canvas,
he is using acrylics on
canvas and applying that
material with a fine point
rubber pen instrument that
allows him to blend and
overlay the material and
colors.

Streit considers Bill
and Ma.Igaret ‘as part of Bill White with one of his paintings.
the Twisted Fish gallery courtesy of Twisted Fish Gallery
family and hopes to continue to represent them as long as they are creating art. “As a
gallery.” he explained, “we want to get to know the artist and represent them broadly.
We sometimes have 10 to 15 pieces from the artist.” Twisted Fish, now managed by
Bob’s daughter, Lynn, has enjoyed exhibiting Bill and Margaret’s pieces since the
gallery opened 22 years ago. “They enjoy their art and enjoy each other,” he said.

Bill and Margaret still work daily in their home studios researching new
materials and methods for their art. They plan to continue to follow their passion and
show their works. Bill made it clear that their love for each other and passion for art
will keep them going. “T never would have imagined being able to do what we love
to do,” he said. “We are blessed to be able to do this for so long and still have the
curiosity and the creative desire and potential to stay at it,” he said.
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