








or destroyed, the Township Board’s Cemetery
Appointee shall be satisfied, from his or her
records, that the person to be buried in the
burial space is an authorized and appropriate
one before any interment is commenced or
completed.

All graves shall be in an orderly and neat
appearance within the confines of the burial
space involved.

No lot shall be used for any other purpose than
the burial of human remains.

Section 9: Cemetery Regulations
(a) Vehicles are not permitted to drive on lawns or

burial spaces and must remain on designated
roads and drives at all times.

(b)There shall be no headstones, markers,
memorials, monuments, fences, benches, etc.
placed in the cemetery except those allowed
by this Ordinance.

(c) No artificial lighting, including solar powered
lighting, is allowed.

(d)No glass vases or containers may be left
graveside.

(e)There shall be no digging, grading, or

mounding unless authorized by this
Ordinance.
(f) There shall be no grave opening or
disinterment unless approved by the
Township.

(g)There shall be no private signs, lighting,
or other displays unless approved by this
Ordinance.

(h)There shall be no fires or open flames.

(i) No firearms or other weapons shall be
discharged except that military or other
veterans organizations may carry arms for the
purpose of firing over the grave of a member.

(j) There shall be no disturbing of the peace or
engaging in loud or boisterous conduct.

Section 10: Grounds Maintenance

No grading, leveling, or excavating of a burial
space shall be allowed without the permission of
the Clearwater Township Cemetery Contractor
or the Township Board’s Cemetery Appointee.

No shrubs or trees shall be planted without the
approval of the Cemetery Contractor, or the
Township Board’s Cemetery Appointee. Any
of the foregoing items planted without such
approval may be removed by the Township or
the Cemetery Contractor.

The Township Board reserves the right to remove
or trim any tree, plant or shrub located within the
cemetery in the interest of maintaining proper
appearance and use of the cemetery.
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Mounds which hinder the free use of a lawn
mower or other gardening apparatus are
prohibited.

The Township shall have the right and authority
to remove and dispose of all growth, emblems,
displays, containers and other items that through
decay and deterioration have become unsightly,
a source of litter, or a maintenance problem.
Surfaces other than earth or sod are prohibited.

All refuse of any kind or nature including, among
others, dried flowers, plastic/artificial flowers,
wreaths and flower containers must be removed
by October 1. Grave blankets and winter wreaths
must be removed by May 1. If not, the township
will dispose of them when spring and fall clean-
ups take place. The township is not responsible
for lost or stolen merchandise that has been left
on the graves.

Section 11: Forfeiture of Vacant Cemetery
Lots or Burial Spaces

Cemetery lots or burial spaces sold after the
effective date of this Ordinance and remaining
vacant 40 years from the date of their sale shall
automatically revert to the Township upon
occurrence of the following events:

A. Notice shall be sent by the Township Board’s
Cemetery Appointee by first class mail to the
last known address of the last owner of record
informing them of the expiration of the 40
year period and that all rights with respect to
said lots or spaces will be forfeited if they do
notindicate in writing to the Township Board'’s
Cemetery Appointee within 60 days from the
date of mailing of the notice their desire to
retain such burial rights.

B. No written response to said notice indicating
a desire to retain the cemetery lots or
burial spaces in question is received by the
Townships Board’s Cemetery Appointee from
the last owner of record of said lots or spaces
or his heirs or legal representative within 60
days from the date of mailing of said notice.

The forfeited lot or burial space will then be
declared abandoned and available for sale.

It is the responsibility of the lot owner to notify
the Board of any change of address.

Section 12: Repurchase of Lots or Burials
Spaces

The township will repurchase any cemetery lot
or burial space from the owners for the original
price paid to the township upon the written
request of said owner or his legal heirs or
representative.

Section 13: Records

The Township Clerk shall maintain records
concerning all burials and issuance of burial
permits separate and apart from any other
records of the Township and the same shall
be open to public inspection at all reasonable

business hours.

Section 14: Vaults

All burials shall be within a standard concrete
vault (which meets all applicable laws) installed
or constructed in each burial space before
interment. Vaults of other suitable materials and
design may be allowed at the discretion of the
Township.

Cremains shall be in a suitable container.

Section 15: Penalties

Any person, firm or corporation who violates any
of the provisions of this Ordinance shall be guilty
of a misdemeanor and shall be subject to a fine
of up to $100.00 and/or imprisonment for up to
90 days in jail as may be determined by a court of
competent jurisdiction.

Section 16: Interpretations/Appeals to the
Township Board

Any party aggrieved by any interpretation
or decision made by the Township Board’s
Cemetery Appointee may be appealed to the
Clearwater Township Board. Any such appeal
shall be in writing and shall be filed with the
Township within thirty (30) days of the date of
the decision, determination, or other matter
appealed from. The Township holds the authority
to address and rectify errors related to cemetery
lots and burial spaces in several ways:

1. Cancelling and Substituting Cemetery Lot
Certificate: If a mistake is identified regarding
a vacant cemetery lot, the township can
cancel the original cemetery lot certificate. In
its place, they may issue a new cemetery lot
certificate for another vacant lot located in a
similar area within the cemetery. This allows
for a seamless transition without significant
disruption to the families involved.

2. Refunding Payments: In situations where an
error has occurred, the township can also opt
to refund the money paid for the cemetery lot
or burial space. This refund can be issued to the
original purchaser or their successor, ensuring
that financial concerns are addressed fairly.

3. Transferring Remains: If an error pertains
to the interment of remains, the township
is empowered to remove and transfer those
remains to another cemetery lot or burial
space within the same cemetery. This transfer
must be conducted in accordance with legal
requirements while upholding the dignity
and respect owed to the deceased and their
families.

Section 17: Severability

If any section, provision or clause of this
Ordinance or the application thereof to any
person or circumstances is held invalid or
unconstitutional, such invalidity shall only affect
the particular provision, section or part thereof
involved in such decision and shall not affect
or invalidate the remainder of this Ordinance,
which shall continue in full force and effect.

Section 18: Disclaimer of Township Liability
and Responsibility

Every person who enters, remains in and travels
within a Township Cemetery does so at their
own risk. The Township is not responsible for
any injury, accident or other calamity that might
occur to any person present in a Township
Cemetery. Furthermore, the Township is not
responsible for any damage or vandalism to,
theft of or deterioration of any burial monument,
headstone, flower urn, or other item placed at or
near a burial space or anywhere in a Township
cemetery. The purchaser or transferee of any
burial space orthe equivalent (and all subsequent
transferees, assigns, heirs, or beneficiaries)
hereby releases, waives, indemnifies and holds
harmless the Township for, from and against any
injury, damages, causes of action, claims, costs
and expenses associated with, relating to and/
or involving the burial space or similar right, any
headstone, monument or similar items, and any
matter related to the cemetery involved. Such
waiver, release and hold harmless provision shall
apply not only to the Township, but also as to the
Township Sexton and any Township employee,
officer, official or agent.

Section 19: Township Officials Who Can
Enforce this Ordinance

Unless otherwise specified by the Township
Board by resolution, the following officials or
officers shall have the authority to enforce this
Ordinance and to issue municipal civil infraction
citations/tickets pursuant to this Ordinance:

Township Supervisor

Township Clerk

Township Sexton

Township Board’s Cemetery Appointee
Township Zoning Administrator

Township Ordinance Enforcement Officer

Any deputy of the county sheriff's department
Any State Police officer

Section 20: Effective Date; Repeal and Re-
enactment

This Ordinance shall become effective thirty (30)
days following its publication in a newspaper
of general circulation within the township. All
ordinances or part of an ordinance in conflict
herewith are hereby replaced. This document
supersedes the previous version of Ordinance 25
signed March 28, 2026.
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